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Minister Martin announces new 

€2 Million“Tech-Check” Programme for Small Businesses

The Minister for Enterprise, Trade & Employment, Mr Micheál Martin TD today (Thursday, April 26, 2007) unveiled details of “Tech-Check”, a new programme to be delivered by the County and City Enterprise Boards.  The programme will offer a highly subsidised technology check-up to small business and help them to identify ways to boost their productivity and profitability through the better use of technology.  

Speaking at the launch Minister Martin said “Small businesses often find it difficult to find the right type of technology for their businesses.  The objective of this programme is to help them overcome this obstacle and identify solutions that are appropriate and specific to them - we must avoid over-engineered or over-spec'ed solutions.   Tech-Check is designed to be a practical no-nonsense programme. We are not here to waste the time of small business owners.” 

Under this programme, small businesses will be able to apply to their local CEB who will appoint an independent expert to carry out an ICT analysis of the  business.   Based on this analysis, the expert will provide the business owner with a clear, action orientated and realistic strategy aimed at developing and deploying appropriate ICT skills, systems, hardware and software within the business with the objective of delivering real and sustainable competitive advantage.

The programme will be run by the County and City Enterprise Boards and funding of €2m a year is being provided.  This funding will enable the CEBs to provide access to the programme for up to 2,000 individual businesses each year. 

The CEBs will shortly be organising a series of local and regional information seminars on the programme at venues throughout the country.  The seminars will highlight some of the potential benefits for small business of ICT usage and encourage their participation in the programme.  Participation in Tech-Check is not confined to existing CEB clients but is open to all small businesses in all sectors of commercial activity.  Interested small businesses can apply directly to their local CEB to participate in the programme. 

Commenting on the programme, the Minister said “no business –big or small – can afford to stand still in business. I know that there are very many small businesses with both the ability and the ambition to grow bigger and I would strongly encourage them to avail of the expertise that will be available to them through the Tech-Check Programme. The demands on their time will be kept to the minimum necessary but it will be time well spent. It could make that key difference when it comes to boosting competitiveness, productivity and profits and, ultimately, in stimulating the further growth of many small businesses. That is the outcome which we are all aiming for”.

(This press release is also available on the Department’s website www.entemp.ie)
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Notes for Editor

The programme will be run by the County and City Enterprise Boards and access to the programme for up to 2,000 individual businesses each year at a subsidised price of €150 will be provided. 

The programme will be available to all small businesses regardless of sectors of commercial activity.  In this context, small businesses are defined in accordance with the standard EU definition used by the SBF, i.e. up to 50 employees.
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